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NOTES 105 
FIRST RECORD OF FIELD SPEEDWELL FROM SOUTH DAKOTA --
Veronica agrestis L. (field speedwell or green field speedwell), a member of the 
Scrophulariaceae, is a small, weedy, prostrate annual with blue or white flowers 
(Gleason and Cronquist 1991). Until recently, its distribution included most of the 
eastern half of the United States and the southern two-thirds of the Great Plains, 
but not South Dakota (http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=VEAG 
&photoID=veag_001_avd.tif, accessed 5 February 2007). Neither the Great Plains 
Flora Association (1986) nor Van Bruggen (1996) includes this species in the flora 
of South Dakota; however, the former has it naturalized in southeastern Nebraska 
and in Iowa (Great Plains Flora Association 1986). 
In May, 2004, I found two populations offield speedwell in Mitchell, Davison 
County, South Dakota, each growing in disturbed soil about 4.5 km apart. Both 
were in fruit. The first grew in a shallow, recently graded ditch on the south side of 
250th Street at its junction with Airport Road. Numerous individuals were growing 
in the open in an area about 30 m long. Vascular plant associates included Bromus 
tectorum, B. inermis, Androsace septentrionalis, Sporobolus cryptandrus, Tarax-
acum officinale, and Poa pratensis. The second population was found in a 
partially shaded parkway lawn at the comer of Minnesota and Birch Streets. 
Voucher specimens from these two populations are housed at Dakota Wesleyan 
University (DWU), Mitchell, South Dakota, and the C. A. Taylor Herbarium (SDC) 
at South Dakota State University, Brookings, South Dakota.--Robert Tatina, 
Biology Department, Dakota Wesleyan University, Mitchell, SD 57301. E-mail 
address: rotatina@dwu.edu 
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